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compliment to Harsha's father. In successive sections the poet describes the horses of the Sun, his charioteer his rays, his disc etc. There are some beautiful meta* phors in the course of the poem. Aruna is compared to a Sutradhara who heralds the coming actor, the Sun; the Sun's rays are compared to the ships that carry people beyond the ocean of Samsara and the Sun's disc is described as the arch way to Paradise* The Sun is extolled in the poem not as a minor deity but as the Supreme God. The poetic fancies of the author are sometimes very far-fetched. Stanzas from ttiis lyric are cited by Mammata and other rhetoricians. The poet shows great love of alliteration and Yamaka and his style belongs to the Gauda school. There is £ tradition that the author got cured of his leprosy by composing this Sataka.
Maoatunga, a Jain poet, who was a contemporary of Bana, is the author of a hymn called Bhaktamarastotra, in praise of the Jain saint Rishabhadeva. Tradition says that he composed this poem out of a religious rivalry with Bana and Mayura to demonstrate the miraculous power of prayers to Jain saints in curing diseases and in removing bondages. The poem is of considerable literary merit.
Sankaracharya
According to orthodox tradition, Sri Sankaracharya was born at Kaladi in Malabar as a manifestation of Lord Siva himself and, having taken to asceticism in early boyhood, he established, within iusenticity of the authorship
